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Neydeen Martinez  
2013-14 

PHS Class of 2014 



Neydeen is currently 
finishing up her AA 
degree at Columbia Basin 
College. She hopes to 
attend Eastern 
Washington University to 
become a teacher.  

“Being on the school board gave me the opportunity to explore my options and 
give back to my community. Because of the position I held, I have aspirations to 
work for the Pasco School District and serve the future students of Pasco.” 



Ovidio Castillo 
2013-14 

CHS Class of 2015 



Ovidio is a senior taking AP classes at Chiawana 
High School this fall. He is working with GEAR UP 

this summer in addition to leading the ALAS 
camp for students at Lakeview. 



Ignacio Bayardo 
2012-13 

PHS Class of 2013 



Ignacio is currently 
attending Harvard 
University. He is a 
Gates Millennium 
Scholar working 
towards his 
engineering degree. 
  



Nallely Centeno 
2012-13 

DHS Class of 2013 



Sergey Gorbatyuk 
2011-12 

PHS Class of 2012 

“Being a student representative was definitely one of my top high school highlights. It opened up my eyes 
a little to see what the real world is like and how it works. I've also got to meet a lot of amazing people 
and do things that I wouldn't have for a long time. The trip to Olympia was my first and talking to the now 
Washington Governor was only possible because of Saundra. I personally took a lot of benefits from the 
position and am still amazed how close me and Trino got by just being on the same board. However, even 
if I was never selected to be a part of the board I'm glad that the PSD has those positions. “ 



Sergey recently returned from traveling Europe 
and studying in the Netherlands. He plans to 

resume his studies in international business and 
political science at Whitworth College this fall.  



Trino Chavez 
2011-12 

CHS Class of 2012 

“I learned a lot being part of the school board. The first thing this experience did for me 
was taking me out of my comfort zone. I grew as a person and gave me confidence in 
taking leadership positions. Thanks to the school board I am where I am now.” 



Trino is currently a student at Washington State University 
pursuing a career in Secondary Education (math and science). 

He is a tutor for the College Assistance Migrant Program 
(CAMP) program and an elected member of the  

Associated Students of WSU. 
  
 



Eury Gallegos 
2010-11 

PHS Class of 2011 
“I truly enjoyed my experience as a student representative.  Not only did the experience provide 
me with the ability to communicate with my fellow classmates and school district, but it was 
also a great way to see the depth that goes into all our schools here in Pasco. Merging those 
two levels of communication is what I loved about the position. I learned so much about that 
foundation, and I am excited to see my sister Daphne and the other students go through that 
experience as well.” 



Eury is a senior at 
Pacific Lutheran 
University, where she 
is completing a double 
major in political 
science and global 
studies with a minor in 
French. She plans to 
study abroad this fall 
in Nantes, France.  



Courtney Campbell 
2010-11 

CHS Class of 2011 
“Having the opportunity to be a student representative for the Board of Directors for Pasco School District 
has given me countless skills and experiences to build on. There have been instances where I have had to 
articulate potentially difficult, but necessary, opinions and stances to peers and professors. Because of my 
time as a student representative, I know how to say the important points while still maintaining a level of 
professionalism and respect. I also have learned how to effectively manage many different commitments, 
even when they all seem to take up a majority of my time. The connections I made and experiences I had as 
a student representative cannot be replaced and I am very thankful to have had that opportunity. ” 



Courtney just finished 
her third year at 
Whitworth University 
and will go to nursing 
school this fall at the  
WSU College of 
Nursing in Spokane.  



Ofelia Rodriguez 
2009-10 

PHS Class of 2010 
“Being a student representative meant more than I ever thought it would. I walked into an environment where I had 
an extended family. A place where my opinion was heard and where it mattered. As I went through college, I knew 
those qualities were important to me, so I did my best to seek them out. The board allowed me to dip my toes into a 
world that I would later be shape my day to day life. I can say that, wherever I go, I provide my opinion and always 
remember to listen to the opinion of others. Possibly the most important lesson - being rational, not emotional will 
propel you farther in the direction you wish to go. Logic tends to win as long as you have reason to support it. So use 
that emotion to find a reason for your logic. That's my lesson and how this position allowed me to become  the 
woman I am today. “ 



Ofelia recently graduated 
from the University of 
Illinois at Urbana—
Champaign with a degree 
in marketing and business 
process management. She 
works for Echo Global 
Logistics in Chicago. 



Kiersten Merrill 
2009-10 

PHS Class of 2010 
“As a student representative, I learned really how much goes into the educational 
system, and it really taught me a lot about hard work. With the examples of great 
citizens on the school board, I received a lot of motivation to work hard and serve the 
community. It was an invaluable lesson!”  



Kiersten is serving a church mission in Bulgaria. 
She has completed three years of study at 

Brigham Young University and spent a semester 
studying abroad in Vienna, Austria.  



Sergio Jara Arroyos 
2008-09 

PHS Class of 2009 

“I was able to learn about the importance of logistics and operations in order to 
provide a strong, well-rounded, and inclusive education. I admired and respected the 
priority the Pasco School Board bestowed in the presence of ‘student voices’ at the 
table. This role allowed me to understand that an education system that actively 
engages with student voices as a component of the solution, will then be able to 
provide an education that respects the community it serves.” 



Sergio is a pre-school teacher with Teach for 
America in Oklahoma and is working with 

Students for Education Reform this summer. 



Dustin Cardenas 
2007-08 

PHS Class of 2008 
“The opportunity to be a student member of the Pasco school board helped to broaden my 
perspective both on life but also on politics and public service. I feel like much of what I learned as a 
student board member helped me to be a more effective leader in my fraternity and a better 
communicator. It has helped me to deal with situations in which people are asking difficult 
questions that need to be answered in a sensitive manner while still addressing concerns and needs 
of the stakeholders in that situation.” 



Dustin earned his master’s degree in chemical 
engineering from the University of Washington. 
He is a service engineer at Metso Automation  

in Seattle.  



Jennifer Petty 
2006-07 

PHS Class of 2007 
“I reflect frequently on my time as a student representative, particularly as I've transitioned into social services. The 
student representative position pulled me out of my narcissistic self and pushed me to understand some of the 
systemic issues the school district must deal with. I absorbed so much just through sheer exposure - what sitting on 
a board means, how legislation impacts a district, and how to include the community in decisions impacting them. 
(I sat on the board during an exciting time - Chiawana was just getting started!) My experience instilled a desire to 
serve my community in some capacity, and I've considered what kind of board I'd like to be a part of someday.” 



Jennifer earned her B.A. in 
Journalism from the University 
of Oregon. She is currently 
completing her MA in 
Professional Counseling at St 
Edward's University. She is 
married and lives in Austin, TX. 



Guadalupe Contreras  
2005-06 

PHS Class of 2006 
“Having the privilege of serving as one of Pasco School District’s student representative 
taught me the importance of balancing academics, social life and the pursuit of happiness. 
I can now say that I learned to be a stronger woman by balancing these three basic things 
in life.  I’ve now returned to college and value knowledge and discipline, not just a letter 
grade.”  



Guadalupe is a full time mother and student. She 
earned her AA from CBC and is pursuing a degree 

in biology at WSU Tri-Cities. She and her family 
live in Pasco. 



Kimberly Petty 
2004-05 

PHS Class of 2004 

“I think the biggest thing I took away from being a student representative was igniting 
my passion for education and the background efforts that go on beyond the classroom 
to make it possible.  For my graduate thesis project I did a design to convert the Kmart 
on Court Street into a middle school and my experiences on the school board helped me 
bring real-world knowledge of the issues surrounding education, primarily the 
extraordinary growth that Pasco has experienced, to the project.  I still have a passion 
for education and, while am not currently working on any school projects, may head in 
that direction or would love a position in teaching design.” 
 



Kimberly earned 
undergraduate degrees 

in Architecture and 
Psychology, as well as 
her Masters degree in 

Architecture   from 
Washington State 

University. She works at 
Weaver Architect Firm in 

Seattle.  
 



PHS Class of 2004 

Angela Zhang 
2003-04 

“As the first student representative to the Pasco School Board, I had amazing year 
learning, growing, and giving back to my community. I’d always wondered what went on 
behind the scenes to operate the diverse and unique school district that Pasco is and I 
have to say, after my year on the board, I truly admire and am thankful for the many 
board members who have dedicated their lives to supporting the education of our 
students throughout the years.” 



Angela earned her Bachelor of Science degree in 
molecular, cellular, developmental biology from the 

University of Washington and attended medical school at 
Touro University in California. She is currently a second 

year family medicine resident physician at  
Valley Medical Center in Renton 


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32

